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Directions

Cole and Lola are both searching online for great deals on boots. They both type the word “boots” into 

the same search engine. The search results and ads that turn up are shown below. Work in small 

groups to review their results and answer the questions that follow. Circle or highlight any examples 

from the results that will help you answer the questions.
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Questions

1. Based on the search results and ads for Cole and Lola, what kind of demographic data do you think 

companies had collected about each one of them? What is your evidence? What kind of previous 

searches might they have done, or which sites might they have visited before searching for “boots” ?

/ROD·V�RQOLQH�VHDUFK�IRU�´ERRWVµ

http://www.commonsense.org


3
DOES IT MATTER WHO HAS YOUR DATA / STUDENT HANDOUT
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

2. Do you think it is fair for companies to return different search results for Cole than for Lola? How 

about for people in general? 

3. What are the benefits and risks for ourselves and for the community of Internet users in general 

when companies give different news, information, and ads to different people? (You will answer this 

question as a class, but write down some ideas to prepare for class discussion.)
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